
In December 2016, Bethany Lutheran College lost a dear colleague, 
friend, and gifted professor in Peter Kjeer. 

Kjeer taught at Bethany both part time and full time for ten years 
before leaving to pursue a terminal degree and teach at Harvard 
University in Boston, Massachusetts. Kjeer returned in the summer 
of 2016 to establish a new bachelor of arts in engineering sciences 
program at Bethany. The program had just received approval from the 
Board of Regents one month prior to Kjeer’s passing. 

Professor Kjeer’s office door in Meyer Hall displayed a Scripture verse 
that began with the words, “Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your 
paths” (Psalm 25: 4). President Pfeifer, in a message to the campus after 
learning of Professor Kjeer’s death, wrote the following:
“How true is the verse on Peter’s door for us at this time, and how true 

is God’s infinite wisdom. As I reflect back over the past year, I see God’s 
guiding hand. After word came to us from the University of Minnesota 
that the dual degree engineering program was being eliminated, and 
just when we needed to develop our own program, Peter literally came 
back into our lives. He was present last April to help in the recruiting of 
prospective engineering students, and here to assure pre-engineering 
students already on the Bethany campus that they would have a major 
in engineering at Bethany from which to graduate.
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“But God in his great mercy for Peter 

had another plan, and we are again 

reminded that God’s ways are not 

our ways, so we again turn to the 

Scripture verse on Peter’s door, ‘Show 

me your ways, O Lord, teach me 

your paths.’ God will do just that.”

PRESIDENT GENE PFEIFER
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“Beginning last August, he taught a full load of engi-
neering courses to about a dozen pre-engineering 
students, and also upper level engineering courses 
to approximately five students who put their trust in 
him that he’d lead them in their major. And then in less 
than a semester he developed and moved a bachelor 
of arts in engineering sciences through committees, 
faculty approval, and finally through adoption by 
the Board of Regents. Momentum for the program 
was building: the word was out, news releases were 
shared, and students were being recruited. 

“Earlier this fall, I asked Peter in terms of enrollment how 
big of a program in engineering sciences he envisioned for 
Bethany. He quickly responded, ‘A hundred.’
“But God in his great mercy for Peter had another 

plan, and we are again reminded that God’s ways are 
not our ways, so we again turn to the Scripture verse 
on Peter’s door, ‘Show me your ways, O Lord, teach 
me your paths.’ God will do just that. The prophet 
Jeremiah assures us, ‘I know the plans I have for you 
… plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future’ (Jeremiah 29: 11). God has 
guided Bethany through challenges large and small 
over the past 90 years, and I’m more confident now 
than ever that he is guiding us with his Fatherly hand 
over Bethany today. I’m confident in God’s promise 
in Deuteronomy 31: 8, ‘The Lord himself goes before 
you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor 
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.’
“While we as a campus family are deeply saddened 

by Peter’s loss, Bethany is moving forward with God’s 
blessings. It is our duty in the Lord as faculty, admin-
istration, and Board of Regents to see to it that the 
work, which Peter began, will continue. We honor the 
legacies in engineering sciences at Bethany through 
the Lester Goetzke endowed Chair of Engineering 
and Professor Kjeer who held the chair by moving 
forward. And indeed we are.” 

Kjeer was a well liked, personable, and down-
to-earth professor. Numerous graduates credited 
his gentle approach to teaching and mentoring as 
the impetus that led them to successful careers in 
engineering and applied sciences fields. A memorial 
service for Professor Peter Kjeer was held in Betha-
ny’s Trinity Chapel on Saturday, December 10, 2016. 
Pastor Tim Hartwig from Peace Lutheran Church, 
North Mankato, officiated the service and Bethany 
Professor of Biology Doyle Holbird presented the 

message of hope. For those who were unable to attend the service, you 
may still view it on the Bethany Lutheran College website.

A scholarship fund in Professor Kjeer’s name has been established. 
Friends and former students have already contributed to the fund, and 
the College continues to receive funds for the memorial. For those inter-
ested in contributing to the Peter Kjeer Memorial Scholarship, you may 
contribute online at blc.edu/donate, or send a check to: 

Peter Kjeer Scholarship Fund
Bethany Lutheran College
700 Luther Drive
Mankato, MN 56001

Professor Peter Kjeer’s office door in Meyer Hall.

Professor Peter Kjeer in class, 2007.
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