
2013 Bethany Hawkwatch Report 
 

Data on migratory raptors was collected from 15 August through 15 December 2013.  

The primary location for observation was on the north side of the Meyer Hall of Science 

and Mathematics on the campus of Bethany Lutheran College.  This year some 

significant observation time was registered at Land of Memories City Park about four 

kilometers to the west of the primary site.  This site provides records of raptors 

migrating along the opposite bluff through the river valley.  Some observations also 

occurred at other locations on the Bethany campus.   

 

All data are submitted to the Hawk Migration Association of North America’s 

Hawkcount website. These data are contributed to a larger database used to track 

raptor migration across North America and are also useful in the Raptor Population 

Index, an ongoing research project.  To view our data, visit the following website: 

www.hawkcount.org/bethany.   

 

It should also be noted that our data are being used 

to support Bethany student research projects as well.  

Tim Wildauer used our September data set for a 

project in Linear Algebra and Jenny Lohmiller is going 

to be using the entire data set for her senior project 

in spring 2014. 

 

Student participation in data collection declined this 

year in spite of similar efforts to recruit students to 

the project as we did in 2012.  The Bethany 

Hawkwatch was once again a part of the Viking 

Voyage and we did have several students sign up for 

more information.  That did not translate into 

additional student volunteers this year though.  This 

year the Bethany Hawkwatch is an official student organization with Zach Rinehart 

serving as the president and Becky Riediger serving as secretary/treasurer.  We hope to 

increase interest in raptors and their migration with some additional activities this 

coming spring semester. 

 

Probably the most significant change this year at the Bethany Hawkwatch was the 

addition of volunteers from off campus.  This may have been a factor in reduced student 

participation.  Students may have known the station was covered and therefore were 

not compelled to come and help with the count.  Jim Amundson donated significant 

hours, so much so that he replaced Chad Heins as the primary counter for much of the 

fall.  Alex and Ethan Oldenburg were regulars on Monday afternoons and Marty Rost 

Figure 1: Adult Red-tailed Hawk molting  
                primaries 

 



joined us in November for the eagle push.  In total, 17 observers contributed time 

counting at the Hawkwatch and coverage improved dramatically from a little over 92 

hours in 2012 to 408 hours in 2013. 

 

August was particularly warm as was early September.  More typical temperatures 

predominated late-September and October but November brought colder than usual 

temperatures and snow.  Prolonged sub-freezing temperatures in November resulted in 

lower December numbers when weather patterns returned to normal.  In general, 

migration seemed to lag about a week behind for the early migrants.  It is possible that 

the late spring resulted in delayed breeding and thus delayed migration this fall. For 

example, we had records of a total of 5 Broad-winged Hawks in October over the 

previous 9 years; this year we had 159 Broad-wings in October!  Colder November 

temperatures then pushed migration ahead of schedule to finish the year. 

 

A total of 4,170 raptors were observed this year which is well above our 10-year average 

of 1,313 birds.  Our average over the last three years is now just shy of 3,100 raptors.  

Our total of 408.02 hours of observation was a significant increase from the 92 hours 

last year.   That increase in observation hours also resulted in totals that exceeded our 

10-year average for every month.  Only December had raptor numbers close to the 

average (+7).  Species totals are presented in Table 1; monthly totals are presented in 

Table 2.   

 

Most species showed above average numbers which is expected with increased 

coverage.  Red-shouldered Hawk and Swainson’s Hawks were the only species with 

average numbers.  We recorded our first Northern Goshawk since 2005 and after 

recording our first Golden Eagle in 2012, we were surprised to count 7 Goldens in the 

month of November this year. 

 

The Red-tailed Hawk is one of the most common species in North 

America and shows a variety of morphs; we try to note the 

different forms each year.  For the second time in the Bethany 

Hawkwatch’s history we had a Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo 

jamaicensis kriderii) which breeds in the northern plains (7 Oct). 

We also had two dark-phase Harlan’s Red-tailed Hawks (B. j. 

harlani) which nest in central Alaska (12 and 15 Oct) (Figure 2).  

Six dark-morph western Red-tailed Hawks were observed 

between 13 October and 5 November 2013.  

 

One interesting challenge that we had in August and early 

September this year was the territorial behavior of a pair of Broad-winged Hawks that 

apparently nested south of campus.  It is the first time we have seen territorial behavior 

from this species and at least one young of the year was observed.   

 

Figure 2: Dark-phase Harlan’s  
                Red-tailed Hawk 



Our secondary count site at Land of Memories City Park yielded quite a few birds this 

year.  Birds were first observed there on 12 October 2013 during a soccer tournament 

and this site seems to produce good results on south/southwest winds.  Birds seem to 

come in from the west or east and orient to the Blue Earth River and follow that river 

south.  This river flows in from the south at this site and its river valley has similar 

topography to the Minnesota River.   We hope to have an increase in off-campus 

volunteers in 2014 to further study migration of birds that utilize the western bluff of 

the Minnesota River and may be passing over that site. 

 

Thanks to the following observers: Jim Amundson, Tom Dahlen, Roy Zehnder, John 

Sehloff, Ben Schultz, Zach Rinehart, Glenda Bossow, Coryn Deem, Becky Riediger, Dan 

Halvorsen, Alex Oldenburg, Ethan Oldenburg, Benji Inniger, Tim Wildauer, Marty Rost, 

Kay Helm, Joe Reinemann, and Mary Schroeder.  I would like to especially thank Jim 

Amundson whose dedication and time spent manning the hawkwatch were largely 

responsible for our outstanding year.  The author apologizes if anyone was left off the 

list. 

 

New early/late date records established in 2013:  

• Early date for Turkey Vulture: 15 August 2013 

• Early date for Bald Eagle: 15 August 2013 

• Early date for Red-shouldered Hawk: 30 August 2013 

• Early date for Golden Eagle: 3 November 2013 

• Late date for Osprey: 24 October 2013 

• Late date for Sharp-shinned Hawk: 25 November 2013 

• Late date for Cooper’s Hawk: 21 Oct 2013 

• Late date for Broad-winged Hawk: 17 October 2013 

• Late date for American Kestrel: 25 November 2013 

• Late date for Peregrine Falcon: 19 October 2013 

 

Other new records 

• Highest August total: 33 raptors 

• Highest October total: 1,582 raptors 

• Highest November total: 548 raptors 

• Highest season total: 4,170 raptors 

• Highest season total for Turkey Vulture: 664 (336 in 2011) 

• Highest season total for Bald Eagle: 576 (146 in 2011) 

• Highest season total for Sharp-shinned Hawk: 377 (140 in 2011) 

• Highest season total for Cooper’s Hawk: 58 (33 in 2011) 

• Highest season total for Northern Goshawk: 1 –tied 2005 

• Highest season total for Swainson’s Hawk: 2—tied 2004, 2006, 2007, 2011, 2012 

• Highest season total for Red-tailed Hawk: 830 (325 in 2011) 

• Highest season total for Rough-legged Hawk: 17 (2 in multiple years) 

• Highest season total for Golden Eagle: 7 (1 in 2012) 



• Highest season total for American Kestrel: 44 (24 in 2012) 

• Highest season total for Merlin: 25 (18 in 2012) 

 
 
Table 1: Season Totals by Species 

 

10-year 
 Average 2013 

Turkey Vulture 217 664 

Osprey 14 30 

Bald Eagle 118 576 

Northern Harrier 7 16 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 96 377 

Cooper's Hawk 24 58 

Northern Goshawk <1 1 

Red-shouldered Hawk 2 2 

Broad-winged Hawk 535 1,435 

Swainson's Hawk 1 2 

Red-tailed Hawk 212 830 

Rough-legged Hawk 3 17 

Golden Eagle 1 7 

American Kestrel 16 44 

Merlin 9 25 

Peregrine Falcon 11 17 

Unidentified Accipiter 7 7 

Unidentified Buteo 18 25 

Unidentified Eagle 1 1 

Unidentified Falcon 2 1 

Unidentified Raptors 21 35 

Total Birds 1,313 4,170 

 

 

Table 2: Monthly Averages 

10-year 

Average 2013 

August 12 33 

September 878 1,978 

October 321 1,582 

November 81 548 

December 22 29 

 
 

 

 Figure 3: American Kestrel 


